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December 2025

Reflections on the 50th anniversary
of Hall's Pond as a Nature Sanctuary

by Evelyn Murphy

N JUNE 2025, the Friends of Hall’s Pond
I gathered to celebrate the 50th anniversary

of Brookline’s designation of this pond as a
Nature Sanctuary. For five decades, because it
is situated in an urban community, this haven
for wildlife and vegetation has enriched the
lives of adults and children of many cultures.
That, in itself, was cause for celebration.

Yet, at this particular moment in America, we
should also be mindful of a timely lesson in
Hall's Pond's evolution, that is, how Brookline
acquired Hall’s Pond.

In January 1975, Brookline's Mike Dukakis
became Governor of Massachusetts. At his re-
quest, I left my position as a partner in a British
architecture and planning firm, best known for
its master plan of Milton Keynes, a new town
west of London, in order to serve as his Secre-
tary of Environmental Affairs.

One of my responsibilities as Secretary was the
allocation of monies from the Federal Land and
Water Conservation Fund. As an American
partner in that British firm, I had been involved
in open space planning in rebuilding cities like
Detroit and New York City ravaged by civil
rights riots and in other cities, in particular,
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Evelyn Murphy, former Massachusetts Secretary of Environmental
Affairs, spoke at the celebration for the 50th anniversary of the
designation of Hall's Pond as a Nature Sanctuary.

Racine, WI, intent on avoiding massive civil
unrest with proactive housing and open space
development. So it’s easy to see that I brought
into this state leadership role a profound regard
for the value of urban open space to the lives of
people, particularly urban dwellers who could
not afford transportation to far off outdoor

nature and recreation settings.
Continued on page 2

From the Co-Presidents
Ann Frechette and John Shreffler

HE PAST YEAR has been momentous for
the Hall’s Pond Sanctuary with the celebra-
: ; = tion of the 50th
anniversary of its
designation as a
nature sanctuary,
the start of the
boardwalk reno-
vation, major
invasives removal
' projects, a well-
attended spring

- . community day,
Two oflthe volunteers hard at work at and a delightful
the Spring Community Day.

annual meeting featuring photographer Lane
Turner and his book project documenting a
year in the life of Hall’s Pond.

The 50th anniversary celebration on June 22
was the highlight of the year as it enabled us to
gather the people who made the sanctuary pos-
sible, including former Lieutenant Governor
Evelyn Murphy, past presidents Barbara Mack-
ey, Ellen Forrester and Janice Provencher,
Commissioner of Public Works Erin Chute,
former town arborist and conservation admin-
istrator Tom Brady, current conservation ad-
ministrator Alex Cassie, relatives of founder Jo
Albrecht, town staff, past and present board
members and volunteers. Speakers included
State Representative Tommy Vitolo, Chair of
Continued on page 2
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In a conversation with Fran Meaney whom I met in the
process of being vetted for the Secretary's position, I
told him about my intent to channel federal Land and
Water Conservation Funds (LWCF) allocated to Mass-
achusetts into urban open spaces. He arranged for me
to see Hall's Pond and its urban environs. To this day,
every time I walk through Hall’s Pond, I still find deep
satisfaction in the fact that one of the first investments
of these federal funds that my office directed was to
Brookline for the acquisition of Hall's Pond. Many
investments of federal LWCF over the ensuing four
years included now well known urban open spaces like
Columbus Park in Boston and what is now Lowell Na-
tional Park, and many more.

To me, the lesson of the LWCF for Hall’s Pond is sim-
ple: when federal, state, and local policies are aligned,
public funding investments have long term value far
beyond what anyone envisions at the outset. Harmony
among levels of government best serves us all.

Hall's Pond remains special. It is a sanctuary in its
truest meaning—a place of refuge and protection—
thanks to the dedicated efforts of the Friends of Hall’s
Pond and the town of Brookline. Thank you for your

John Shreffler

Hall's Pond in full Autumn.

dedication to preserving and enriching this gem of na-
ture. You make this former Secretary of Environmental
Affairs proud of what all of us together have con-
tributed over the last half century.

Co-Presidents from page |

the Conservation Commission Marcus Quigley, Select
Board Member John VanScoyoc, Dr. Evelyn Murphy,
Barbara Mackey, Ann Frechette, Judy Currier, and
Erin Chute who read a lovely poem she wrote in trib-
ute to Hall’s Pond, included in this newsletter.

Our Annual Meeting on June 12 was another highlight
of the year as nearly seventy Hall’s Pond enthusiasts
gathered in Hunneman Hall at the Brookline Public
Library to hear Boston Globe photographer Lane
Turner present photographs from his year-long docu-
mentation of the flora and fauna of the sanctuary.
Grouped seasonally, his stunning images revealed nev-
er-before seen aspects of pond life including surprising
insect behavior, the intricacies of plant life, and even
frozen tree sap. Published now as a book entitled

“A Hall’s Pond Year,” it is available at
blurb.com/b/12457024-a-hall-s-pond-year

Our Spring Community
Day was very well at-
tended as we planted
new native plants
throughout the sanctu-
ary to replace those lost
to drought and to pro-
tect against the return of

AHall's Pond Year

invasives along the banks
of the pond. Our special
thanks goes out to Board
Member Kimberly Santo
who has been instrumen-
tal in recruiting Boston
University students to join
us at Community Days.
We appreciate the youth-
ful energy! The Fall
Community Day was limit-
ed to Hall’s Pond Maintenance Team members due to
the recent closure of the sanctuary and was focused on
rebuilding the path through the upland woods to cover
up exposed tree roots and other tripping hazards.

John Shreffler

Janet Wynn with volunteers at the
Spring Community Day.

The work to remove invasive plants from the sanctuary
is ongoing. The tarping project we started in No-
vember 2024 to control lesser celandine has continued
and appears to be working. We will plant native com-
petitor plants in Spring 2026. The purple loosestrife
DPW staff removed at Spring Community Day 2025
returned in only a limited manner throughout the
growing season, as the buttonbush and purple iris we
planted, along with a surprise plethora of goldenrod,
took over its place. An additional project to remove

Continued on page 6



Hall’s Pond:
Fifty Years of Still Water
and Strong Will

For the Friends of Hall's Pond —
50th Anniversary of the

Hall's Pond Sanctuary

by Erin Chute, Brookline
Commissioner of Public Works

Minna Hall

Not big, not loud—just humble and still,

Tucked near the courts, at the base of the hill,
Where willows lean low and the breezes are kind,
A soft green escape from the world left behind.

Yet long before then—before streets had a name,
When the land breathed quiet and no fences came—
It started, of course, as a cedar swamp land,

With peat underfoot and no human hand.

Where herons would visit, and frogs used to hum—
And silence was part of the pond’s native drum.
Then time marched along, as it always will do,

And city life crept where the wild once grew.

But Minna Hall saw it through different eyes—

She watched birds in flight cross the gray Boston skies.
She rallied with women in hats stitched with care,
To save the wild birds from hatpins and flair.

They launched a movement...fearless...refined,

To save birds from fashion and humankind.

She dreamed of a future where birds would still sing,
And left us this refuge, this wild offering.

As cities grew denser, and roadways were laid,
Stormuwater rushed where the cattails once swayed.
The pond slowly shrank, and the edges grew bare—
It needed a champion. It needed repair.

In the 1970s, some neighbors took note,

And raised their concerns, their shovels, and vote.

The Town bought the land—yes, with passionate clout—
And the Friends of Hall’s Pond soon started to sprout.

They weren’t seeking glory, just balance and peace,

A space for the bird song; where the traffic might cease.
They raked, and they rallied, with no time to rest,
Fueled by one quiet truth: this pond is our best.

But then came the skeptics—the doubters, the flak—
Who claimed, “It’s a swamp! We don’t want it back!”
But restoring a pond takes political flair,

And meetings, and memos, and fighting for air.

So back to the drawing board—uwith stakes raised anew,
A plan to restore Hall’s Pond began to take view.

The drainage improved, the storm flows subdued,

And the pond breathed again—revived and renewed.

They united the woods and the pond as one whole,
So walkers and birds could both reach their goal.

A sanctuary stitched from old roots and new beams,
Connected by vision, sweat equity, dreams.

The boardwalk was anchored with helical piers,
A feat that took vision—and quite a few years.
And by 2002, the great work was done—

A wild was reclaimed, and a new age begun.

From Barbara to Betsy, from Lee to the rest,

They gave it their all, and gave it their best.

They honored Miss Albrecht with granite and wings,
A stone angel now watches over seasons and springs.

And fifty years on, what a legacy made:

Tve seen children laugh in the willow’s green shade.

Tve seen lovers strolling and elders at rest,

And one nervous young man, on bended knee, in a tie
and a vest.

Tve seen people gather in joy, others mourn in sorrow,
Grieving a loved one, unsure of tomorrow.

Ive watched someone practice an aria low,

Letting their voice match the breeze as it blows.

Some sit and reflect, while the woodpeckers tap,
And the sounds of the city fall gently to nap.
This place is a balm, a quiet embrace—

A jewel of reflection, a soulful green space.

It’s more than a wetland—it’s memory and place,
It’s healing and heritage, community grace.

A place to reflect, to restore, to belong—

A space where the birds can still sing a song.

And the Friends? Ob, the Friends—you magnificent crew,
With the grit of New England and hearts that are true.
You’re the reason this place is still whole.

You rake, and you weed, and you reach for the soul.

You educate neighbors and fundraise with grace,

You care for this pond like a cherished green space.

You’ve welcomed young students and watched nesting
birds—

You’ve tended with action far louder than words.

So instead of a toast, I offer this rhyme,

To honor your labor, your hearts, and your time.

Let’s lift up this space with each step that we take—

It’s sacred because of the difference you make.

Jo’s Angel with
Jean Densmore
and Dodie
Captiva, who,
along with Jo,
were two of the
very first of the
Friends of Hall’s
Pond.




John Shreffler
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Predictable and Unpredictable
by Neil Gore

N THE BIRDING WORLD, and in the world in

general, we have a mix of predictable and unpre-
dictable events. We each have our own comfort zone
for the balance of these two experiences. One aphorism
of mindfulness practice can be to “Expect the Unex-
pected.”

Neil Gore leads one of this year's Birdwalks. Check our website in the
early spring for our next Birdwalks in late April and early May.

My bird of the year at Hall’s Pond was not something
rare or unusual. The Eastern Phoebe is both familiar
and predictable in its own way. Among the perching
songbirds (“passerines”) it is arguably the earliest in-
sect-eating migrant to be found each year at Hall’s
Pond. It is a nondescript brownish-gray, with a gray-
ish/white breast. It has relatively subdued field marks.
It would be easy to overlook. Except for a couple of
things.

It is a flycatcher, so it cannot survive unless there are
flying insects. The first hatching of these insects marks
the arrival of very early spring. Swallows also feed like
Phoebes, but apparently they need a larger area to for-
age, and thus, while common elsewhere in our area,
they are infrequent at Hall’s Pond. Perhaps the smaller
area of Hall’s Pond provides sufficient insect hatching
for Phoebes. Being here in early spring also means that
vegetation has hardly leafed out at all. So in theory, it
is ideal bird spotting season. Yet Phoebes are quite in-
conspicuous.

Except for one thing: their feeding habit. A Phoebe will
fly out from its perch in a graceful short loop, as if

catching a single
insect. It will return
to a second nearby
perch. It will then
repeat its smooth
flight, landing on
perch #3. When
next it flies in the
same manner, pre-
sumably catching
its insect, it will ot e z
then fly somewhere Eastern Phoebe (not at Hall's Pond).
different but near-

by; and then the pattern resumes. It gives the impres-
sion that it has caught the only 3 flying insects in that
sector, and has now moved on to the next “room.”
This flight pattern is predictable, distinctive, and un-
mistakable for identifying it as an Eastern Phoebe.

Photo via Essex County [MA] Greenbelt Association

When I go to Hall’s Pond in early spring, sooner or
later, today or tomorrow, I will see a Phoebe. On any
particular day, it is unpredictable. It is unusual to see
more than one at a time each day. Last spring someone
reported seeing 6 in one day, which I found rare and
amazing.

Robins used to be the first sign of spring, but now they
are seemingly year-round residents. For me, the Eastern
Phoebe has become the new First Sign of Spring, bring-
ing an uplifting spirit.

Sighted at Hall’s Pond Sanctuary in 2025, among many many other species!
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Amelia Szymkowicz

Peter Lowy

Female and male Hooded Mergansers, =~ Cedar Waxwing, June |
January 19

Priscilla Smith

Rob Meyer



Betsy at the Hall's Pond Nature Sanctuary in 1998.

UST A MONTH before Betsy Shure Gross died in

July, the Town of Brookline and the Friends of

Hall’s Pond celebrated a remarkable anniversary
which, I imagine, had Betsy raising a toast from her
home in California, saying ‘well done.’

After Jo Albrecht died in 1994, the Friends of Hall’s
Pond might have faded away. Jo had launched the
Friends in 1976 and managed it for 18 years, not quite
single-handedly, but almost. Betsy would never let the
Friends fade.

She was there at the beginning, when town, state, and
environmental leaders pulled together and established
the first nature sanctuary to be purchased by the peo-
ple of Brookline. Employing energy, smart strategy,
powerful skills of persuasion, and an enormous
rolodex, Betsy kept her eye on the Friends of Hall’s
Pond for all these years. Sometimes front and center,
other times guiding from a distance.

State Representative Tommy Vitolo spoke to the es-
sence of Betsy’s commitments at the June celebration.
“This was her park because every park was her park,

and not in a selfish way, but in a civic-duty way and an
understanding that we don't get to have places like this

by accident. We only get to have places like this if we
fight for them, if we pay for them, and if we show up
every week or every year at clean up and do our part.”

Betsy guided the Friends’ transitions at several key pe-
riods, and notably during my decade with the Friends
from the early 90s. She pushed for a master plan fol-

lowed by the huge environmental restoration of 1999.

Throughout, she spurred major fundraising for private-
side contributions to the sanctuary’s maintenance and
the environmental education it featured.

Her dogged commitment to the stewardship of Hall’s
Pond continued from long distance for the past ten
years as she remained a Friends board member with
guidance delivered remotely. She alerted me back in the
spring, during our common-birthday phone call, that
the big 50th Anniversary celebration was in the works.
She would have loved to be there. We felt her absence.

Betsy frequently used Jo Albrecht’s favorite expression,
and I believe it would have been her charge to the
Friends of Hall’s Pond — “Carry On.”

by Barbara Mackey, who followed Jo Albrecht as
the Friends’ second president, leading us from 1996
until 2005

Congratulated for
their work, Jackie
Fried, Jo Albrecht,
and Betsy Shure
Gross celebrated an
official proclamation
for the Friends of
Hall's Pond in 1975.

Photo by Pat Greenhouse, Boston Globe, from Emerald Necklace Conservancy via GreenSpace Alliance
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From the Conservation
Administrator

T’S HARD to not think about change with the com-

ing of the fall, with shifts in daylight, temps, and
New England landscape colors. And that is ever so ap-
parent in the coming changes to Hall’s Pond. With
construction currently underway, the Department of
Public Works (DPW) teams in Parks & Open Space
and Sustainability & Natural Resources are thrilled
about upcoming improvements at Hall’s Pond Sanctu-
ary and Amory Woods. These renovated boardwalk
systems will ensure that future generations can enjoy
these natural urban oases, and promote not only the
continued exploration and enjoyment of these spaces,
but also the protection of wildlife habitat and wetland
resources. The DPW is fortunate to have such a dedi-
cated volunteer stewardship team as the Friends of
Hall’s Pond. Even with disruptions to access, the team
has continued their biweekly service projects to pro-
mote native species within the sanctuary and improve
the space for park visitors (and wildlife).

While the Sanctuary
will remain closed for a
time to accommodate
the construction of
these new boardwalks,
we welcome visitors to
check out Brookline’s
other sanctuaries and
passive, wooded spaces
such as D Blakely Hoar
Sanctuary, Lost Pond
Sanctuary, and Dane
Park and explore the
wealth of wild space the Town boasts within an urban
environment. We look forward to a fall and winter of
enjoying these tranquil environments and observing the
changing of the seasons under a forest canopy, and
hope you’ll do the same. See you in the spring!

Alex leading an Invasives Workshop at

the Sanctuary.

by Alex Cassie
Conservation & Natural Resources Manager
Town of Brookline

Co-Presidents from page 2

invasive yellow iris from along the banks of the pond
was recently funded through a Community Preserva-
tion Act grant and will be implemented by DPW. New-
ly emerged tree-of-heaven seedlings were removed at
our regular maintenance sessions.

The sanctuary will remain officially closed to the pub-
lic throughout the winter and we ask that would-be
visitors not jump the fence or otherwise violate the clo-
sure. The sanctuary is now an active construction site
and is off-limits. We look forward to welcoming
everyone back when the boardwalk reconstruction is
completed.

Erin Chute, and Judy Currier, representing Jo Albrecht.

At the celebration for the 50th anniversary of Hall's Pond as a Nature Sanctuary. Left to right: Tommy Vitolo, Tom Brady, Barbara Mackey, Ellen Forrester;

John Shreffler

Fran Perler



Membership Form

The Friends of Hall’s Pond was founded in 1976 by Josephine Albrecht and
others who established a public-private partnership, making a commit-
ment to partner with the Brookline Conservation Commission as stew-
ards of the newly acquired Hall’s Pond Nature Sanctuary.The Friends are
committed to the maintenance, preservation, and protection of this
unique urban resource. Our initiatives include running Community Days,
tending the Formal Garden, and raising funds for the Horticulture Fund.

O NEW MEMBER O RENEWAL

Extra donation is O in honor of O in memory of:

Renewing Members — to save funds, and trees, the Friends of Hall’s Pond

does not send separate renewal forms by mail as in the past. Please check

if your membership is due, and use this form and the enclosed envelope
to make your generous donations.

Name (please print)

ANNUAL DUES: O $25 INDIVIDUAL O $35 FAMILY

I would like to make an additional contribution to
support the work of the Friends at the sanctuary $

Total enclosed $

I am interested in:
O Assisting at Community Days
O Volunteer Maintenance Team

O Investing in the Horticulture Fund

0 Working in the Formal Garden

O Taking guided walks in the Sanctuary

O Website 0O Newsletter

Please make checks payable to Friends of Hall’s Pond, Inc.

Send to: Friends of Hall’s Pond
PO Box 1844
Brookline MA 02446

Or join at friendsofhallspond.org, via credit card or PayPal
We are ALWAYS grateful for your continued support.

For further information about membership, volunteering,

or to contact the Friends, please go to friendsofhallspond.org,
or write us at friendsofhallspond@gmail.com. Our organiza-
tion is interested in your communication and encourages your

involvement.
Friends of Hall's Pond is a 501 (c)(3) organization.

We do not share personal information with other organizations or with anyone

outside the Friends.

O My or my spouse’s place of employment will match my contribution.
(Please send matching gift information from your place of employment to

the Friends of Hall's Pond.)

Address
City State Zip
Email
FRIENDS OF HALL’S POND
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Founder Co-Presidents Treasurer
Jo Albrecht Ann Frechette Jim Franco
John Shreffler
VP for Information Technology
Priscilla Smith
Board Members
Harry Breger Helen Herman  Amelia Szymkowicz
Ellen Forrester Fran Perler Karin Weaver
Neil Gore Jenette Restivo Janet Wynn
John Harris Kimberly Santo

In memory of Frank Caro and Betsy Shure Gross,
Co-Presidents Emeriti

Sanctuary News is produced by Friends volunteers,
edited by John Shreffler, produced by Harry Breger,
and printed with support from Century Type.
All photos are used by permission and were taken at
Hall’s Pond Sanctuary unless noted otherwise.

About the Friends

After Brookline acquired Hall's Pond in
1975 as a Conservation Sanctuary,
Friends of Hall's Pond was formed in
1976 to serve as a partner to the Town
in the Sanctuary's upkeep, improvement,
and outreach. Over the vyears, the

Friends have kept the Sanctuary free from trash, have
waged a constant struggle against invasive plants, have
planted lots of new plants at its own expense, and have
served as a voice for the Sanctuary by putting on
Community Days and Birdwalks, by constant advocacy,
and by publishing an annual newsletter and maintaining a
website. In addition, the Group has often invested in
Sanctuary infrastructure, most recently by suggesting
and partially funding new more user-friendly wrought
iron gates. As the Sanctuary is by far the the smallest
Conservation Sanctuary in the E%E
Commonwealth and by far the most .

heavily visited, its upkeep is an essential
element of its improbable survival in a
dense urban environment.

To our website !


http://friendsofhallspond.org

Friends of Hall’s Pond

PO Box 1844
Brookline MA 02446

Saycryn®t
To learn more about Brookline’s hidden treasure,
please visit our website at friendsofhallspond.org

Barred Owl, Peter Lowy

Is it Art, Science ...
or Both?
(3.0)
by David Chalpin

SIX SPECTRAL VIEWS, each a separately
acquired photograph, of Hall’s Pond:

Taken from a different vantage point than
those in the two previous newsletters, this
multispectral photo montage consists of
the following: Upper left is Visible light only
(wavelength range 400-700 nm); upper right
is color Ultraviolet (wavelength range
320-520 nm); middle left is a color IR
(Infrared) rendering near-IR light as red

(wavelength range for this proprietary filter
is approximately 410-1200 nm); middle
right is Thermal (far-IR wavelength range
8-14 um); lower left is a color IR rendering
near-IR light as blue (wavelength range
550-1200 nm); and lower right is Ultraviolet
only (wavelength range 320-400 nm.)




