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PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

Friends of Hall's Pond 
P.O. Box 1844 

Brookline, MA 02446 

Friends of  Hall’s Pond  

Ferris Hall, an original member of the Friends of Hall’s Pond (no relation!) writes occasional 
historic vignettes about the Hall’s Pond area. 
 
Hall's Pond Sanctuary and the adjacent neighborhood, Cottage Farm, are part of the National 
Register of Historic Places (1978) and the first local (Brookline) historic district (1979).  The 
Sanctuary, located behind 1120 Beacon Street, is administered by the Conservation 
Commission with financial and maintenance support by the Friends of Hall’s Pond.  The 
Friends group has been a model for more than a dozen subsequent “ friends” organizations in 
the Town which support a variety of neighborhood sanctuaries, parks, gardens, woods, and 
playgrounds.  An extensive restoration of the Sanctuary was completed in 2002, at which time 
Hall's Pond (3.5 acres) was combined with the adjacent Amory Woods parcel (1.6 acres). 
 

A map dated 1641 shows Hall's Pond, then called Cedar Swamp, occupying approximately 10 
acres in the bowl that now forms Amory Park.  Not far east was a vast tidal marsh that 
separated Boston from Brookline.  The Mill Dam was constructed across this marsh in 1821.  
Largely made of granite stones, it now corresponds to Beacon Street.   Subsequently, from 
1840 to 1850 the Back Bay landfill created new land, 100 acres of which were annexed by 
Boston. 
 

Meanwhile, the Cedar Swamp was also gradually filling in, initially by eutrification but later by 
landfill (notably in 1953).  In 1903 the Town purchased 8.2 acres of what is now Amory Park 
from the Anna Powell Sears Amory estate for $62,000.  Until her death in 1895, Mrs. Sears 
had lived on her 25 acre estate given to her by her father, David Sears II, in an 1846 home 
burned or torn down in the early 20th century which was situated on what is now 20 Amory 
Street.  About this same time, Minna Hall, living at 156 Ivy Street, offered the Town her 3.5 
acres of backyard wetland, including Hall's Pond.  This offer was refused! 
 

The pond is the lowest point in the neighborhood serving as the catch-basin for 107 acres 
extending from Coolidge Corner, and the Town installed the current system of storm drains in 
this area in 1948.  The pond has always drained into the 
Charles River via a stream that ran west along what is now the 
Amory Park driveway to Amory (then Dymore) Street, and 
hence north to the Charles River at what was the Indian 
Palisades Fort near Essex Street RR station (current Cottage 
Farm/BU Bridge).  The stream was routed underground as 
streets were constructed.  Amory Street (the northern part of 
which replaced Dymore Street) was constructed in 1911 and its 
homes overlooking Amory Park, date from about this time. 
 
Cedar Swamp subsequently became know as Swallow Pond, 
and in the late 1800's became known for its owner, Minna Hall.  
Interestingly, this legacy to Brookline is overshadowed by Miss 
Hall being a cofounder, with Harriet Hemenway Lawrence, of 
what became the Massachusetts Audubon Society, the first 
such society in the America.  But that is another story. 

HALL'S POND:  LOOKING BACK . . . 
 

by Ferris Hall 

CREATURESCREATURES  
OFOF  

HALL'S PONDHALL'S POND  

Photos by Bruce Wolff 

Eastern Painted Turtles 

Eastern Screech Owl 

Male Hooded Merganser 

Black Crowned Night Heron 
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Come forth into the light of things.  Let nature be your teacher.  

- William Wordsworth 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Friends of Hall’s Pond 
is dedicated to the 
preservation and 

protection of Hall’s Pond 
Sanctuary in Brookline, 

Massachusetts.  

Through the 
encouragement and 

coordination of volunteers 
in education, conservation 

and maintenance, the 
Friends seek to ensure a 

healthy future for this 
valuable urban resource. 

 
2004 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Co-Presidents: 
Dan Doherty 
Barbara Mackey 

 

Co-Secretaries: 
Ellen Forrester 
Bruce Wolff 

 

Treasurer: 
Joe Collins 

 

Board Members: 
Fred Bouchard 
Harry Breger 
Dana Brigham 
Joseph Collins 
Dan Doherty 
Gail Fenton 
Ellen Forrester 
Betsy Shure-Gross 
Ferris Hall 
Sung Yun Lee 
Barbara Mackey 
Randolph Meiklejohn 
Janice Provencher 
Deborah Raptopoulos 
Ross Richmond 
Nan St. Goar 
Ronny Sydney 
Gabrielle Valenzuela 
Bruce Wolff 

 
For information about 

membership, 
please write or call: 

 

Friends of Hall's Pond 
P.O. Box 1844 

Brookline, MA  02446 
(617)738-4334 
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There is nothing in which the birds differ more from man 

than the way in which they can build and yet leave a landscape as it was before. 

- Robert Lynd 

April, the wettest in Boston history, brought far 
more birds to Hall’s Pond than just ducks. 
Among the big boys that everyone notices are 
Canada Geese, Great Blue Heron, Double-
crested Cormorant, Mallards, Black-crowned 
Night-Herons and vocal, flamboyant Red-
winged Blackbirds. 
 

Regular nesters returned on time around the 
pond: Northern Flickers, Grey Catbirds, 
Common Yellowthroats, Yellow Warblers, 
American Redstarts. 
 

A gray-phase Screech Owl was observed 
sporadically in his hole in an oak tree well 
behind the stucco garage, where noisy 
Carolina Wrens were more often heard than 
seen.  Last year, there was a red-phase 
Screech Owl in the same hole! 
 

Migrating in great numbers were Yellow-
rumped Warblers, White-throated Sparrows 
bound for the White Mountains and Ruby-
crowned Kinglets headed for Ontario and 
Quebec muskeg.  Passers-thru harder to 
detect were Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers and 
many warblers, like Palm, Wilson’s, Magnolia, 
Black-throated Blues and Greens. 
 

Thrushes, towhees and Ovenbirds sang lustily 
early and late from the ‘highland’ areas by both 
Ivy and Amory Streets.  Blue-headed and Red-
eyed Vireos sidled among the open branches 
of a tall maple in Amory Woods. 
 

Best of all was the unexpected, long-lasting 
presence of a lively male Hooded Warbler; 
rare enough in these parts and a good-looker - 
lemon (almost chartreuse) on the front with a 
black hood, and greenish-back - he hopped 
around the formal garden, fly catching 
constantly.  Scores of birdwatchers from all 
over watched this handsome fellow flick his 
white-edged tail and flit through the 
rhododendrons with short wing bursts. 

Other avian rarities included a Louisiana 
Waterthrush, Golden-winged Warbler, and 
Orange-crowned Warbler, among over a 
dozen others.  Unusual sparrows such as 
Lincoln’s, White-crowned and Savannah were 
also spotted. 
 

During fall migration many of these warblers 
will slip back south, silent and drab by 
comparison, thus more challenging to view!  
Also keep an eye on the ducks: not just 
Mallards, but Hooded Mergansers, Woods 
Ducks, and others. 

BIRD WATCHING 
WITH 

FRED BOUCHARD 

HALL'S POND LEARNING PROJECT: 

LIFE LESSONS EXPLORED 
 

by Gail Fenton  

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS 

 

Preservation 
Commission 

Award to Friends 
of Hall’s Pond 

 

October 5, 2004 
5:30 p.m. 

Wheelock College 
42 Hawes St, Brookline 

 

Hall’s Pond 
Community 
Work Day 

 

November 21, 2004 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

LOSING GROUND: 

AT WHAT COST? 
 

The Massachusetts 

Audubon Society 

reports that recent 

trends toward large 

houses and large lot 

development has 

resulted in a drastic 

loss of wildlife territory.  

Much of the state's 

wildlife habitat suffer 

from lack of permanent 

protection. 
 

To read more about this 

alarming report and 

find out what you can 

do to address these 

issues, visit the MAS 

website at 

www.massaudubon.org 

- News & Action and 

follow the links to 

"Losing Ground". 

IN AND OUT OF THE GARDEN 

TOWN OF BROOKLINE 
Recent and Planned 

Improvements and Activities 
 

 Accessibility improvements to 

boardwalks near water areas in the 

sanctuary (completed). 

 Replacement and widening of 

existing boardwalks in Amory 

Woods. 

 Removal of lead paint from the 

gazebo and re-painting. 

 Response to vandalism incidents 

at boardwalk railings and at new 

ornamental gates, and follow-up 

repairs (completed). 

 Ongoing invasives removal and 

control by Sanctuary and Historic 

Park Interns. 

 Infill of some open upland areas 

with native shrubs and trees 

(completed). 

 Installation of new permanent sign 

panels and bulletin board at 

sanctuary entrances. 

 Collaboration with Friends on 

spring community work days. 

 Publication and distribution of 

new sanctuary brochure with map 

and nature guide (completed). 

It has been quite a year in the garden 
and woods at Hall’s Pond.  It started with 
the spring clean up.  Trees were 
planted, litter picked up, pond edges 
cleaned, and work in the formal garden 
continued. 
 

In the formal garden all the beds have 
been edged with field stones.  At the 
spring work day, a group of volunteers 
started removing invasive plants in one 
of the beds.  
 

Aegepodium (goutweed), once 
commonly planted as a ground cover, is 
now taking over some areas.  A lot of 
work goes into its removal as any bit of 
root left over can re-sprout a plant.  This 
will be an ongoing project. Also, new 
plants were installed in the center four 
part garden.  A number of new plants 
went in to feast not only our eyes, but 
will benefit the birds and butterflies too! 

The next big clean up day will be 
Sunday, November 21, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  Look for updates in the 
Brookline Tab. 
 

If you would like to learn about 
gardening by giving a helping hand, 
don’t be afraid to join in.  We have 
casual  
drop-in 
gardening 
at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday 
mornings.  
Call Nan 
St. Goar at 
(617)232- 
5775 or 
Ellen 
Forrester at 
(617) 
232-1627. 

Nan St. Goar tends to the 

flowers on spring work day. 

Last fall, a group of fifth graders were 

sketching plants and animals at Hall's Pond 

when a class of preschoolers approached.  In 

fascination, one of the older girls showed the 

little children her study subject.  Then both 

young and old stared in awe at the delicate 

body of a white-footed mouse.  "Maybe it's 

really alive," suggested the fifth grade girl 

euphemistically.  When the preschoolers 

moved on, she asked, “How did it die?  Will 

something eat it?" and a classmate announced, 

"It's the circle of life." 
 

The Devotion School fifth graders, taught by 

Lauren Ockene, have been making regular 

visits to the pond to explore habitat, 

biodiversity, and over-wintering behaviors of 

animals and to carry out a computerized study 

of temperature variations in and around the 

pond.  Nine classes from four of the Brookline 

schools have explored Hall's Pond this past fall 

with a naturalist or leader provided by the 

Hall's Pond Learning Project. 
 

Supported by the Friends of Hall's Pond and 

grants from the Brookline Community Fund 

and the Blossom Fund, the Learning Project 

provides a naturalist or leader for a variety of 

community programs. The fall programs 

included an autumn walk for the Brookline 

Senior Center and a 2nd grade song-writing 

project, which resulted in a CD that is now 

available for listening.  In 2002, the project 

served 500 people, ranging from preschoolers 

to seniors and including extended day 

programs and summer day camps. 


